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Italy - For the city of Rome, this year•s 2672nd

anniversary coincided with the inauguration of

new all-LED lighting systems for some of the

town centre•s key monuments. The highlight 

of the celebrations was •RoMagnificat•, 

a multimedia show produced by Mismaonda 

of Bologna staged in the suggestive setting of

Trajan•s Market.

The show•s visual designer, Paolo Micciché, also
responsible for the creation of the visuals for Divine
Comedy - the Opera(see L&SI June 2008), explains,
•The idea behind the projections was to create the
•final act• of the new LED illumination of the area•s
monuments, which ended at Trajan•s Column, which
became the starting point for our event. The concept
was that scenes on the spiralling marble reliefs
forming the column and depicting Trajan•s Dacian
campaigns were virtually •unrolled• and projected
onto approximately 200 metres of buildings, including
the marvellous Trajan•s Market.Ž

The series of reproductions came to an end when an
actor in the part of Trajan officially declared the
celebrations open. Following the war scenes

(digitalised from replicas in one of Rome•s
museums), Rome•s history was condensed into 
a 30-minute storyboard featuring archive footage,
including Mussolini•s declaration of war and scenes
from some of the most famous films featuring Rome,
such as those by Federico Fellini, plus Quo Vadis,
Ben Hur, Roma Città Apertaand more.

Micciché continues: •No processing was done on 
the film footage and the only •virtual• contributions
were a rotating 3D replica of St Peters, with the Sistine
Chapel•s Final Judgement and another of the
Colosseum.Ž

As well as the high impact visuals, there was also 
a series of performers, including a pianist with a white
grand piano on an elevated platform in the centre of
the Market with a soprano, plus other singers, mimes
and dancers. Giovanni Pinna, the event•s LD, lit a row
of arches running along the lower section of the
market, recreating the effect of sprocket holes on
celluloid film.

The event was complex from a technical point of view,
as there were a dozen video projectors involved,
sync•d over a large area, and everything had to be

Cutting-edge technology

assisted the Eternal

City•s anniversary

celebrations on 19 April.

Mike Clarkreports . . .

Ancient Rome goes high-tech
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